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Youth Events in Kranichstein/Germany

In the second half of the year
2008 V.I.Ps from
Kranichstein/Germany were
involved in two mayor events,
namely the ,1. Kranichsteiner
Kinder- und Jugendsportfest”
(Kids and Youth Sports Festival)
on 30th of August and the
+Kranichstein Soccer Night” on
December 12th to 13th.

1. Kranichsteiner Kinder-

und Jugendsportfest

The Kids and Youth Sports
Festival was run in close
cooperation with a lot of local
institutions such as the schools
and youth centres of Kranich-
stein and attracted hundreds of
kids/youth from 3 to 23 years old
but also a lot of adults.

Among the attractions visitors
could chose from where: a rallye
around the quarter’s lake, Karate-
and Hip-Hop-trial courses,
Electrodancing, Ultimate Frisbee,
Human Table Soccer, and a lot
more activities that — alongside
teachers and youth workers from
Kranichstein - V.I.Ps were in
charge of.

The Festival proved that Sports
and fun activities are an
important tool for social

inclusion in quarters with a

special need for development.
In that sense also the ,Kranich-
stein Soccer Night” was a big
success which shall be repeated
by the end of 2009.

Kranichsteiner Soccer-Night

This event was masterminded by
German V.I.Ps and organized
with the local youth centres: IB
Jugendcafé Chillmo and
Okumenisches Kinder- und
Jugendhaus, with social workers
from Erich Kastner Schule (SKA
SchulOase), Sharks' Gym (a
sports-project of the Science City
of Darmstadt), and Junge
Filmproduktion Kranichstein
(JFK).

Young (real) football-addicted
people had the unique opportu-
nity to hit the local school’s gym
before and after midnight to kick
it. Soccer Nights have some
tradition in Darmstadt which
unfortunately dwindled away
some years ago.

Thanks to the youth of Kranich-
stein this very attractive event is
back in town now!
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collected by Maria Peralta, local coordinator and member of the
Centre of Excellence (CoEx) from Logrofio/Spain

We spend many hours working with young people in local and European projects. We feel the
power of youth and we are motivated to support the release of this power as youth workers.
From our experience we have extracted ,Ten Tips” which we want to share with readers of the
E.A.S.Y. Booklet Series. We hope you will also find them helpful and motivating:

1. - Never think that young people can’t do something. If they are motivated they can
accomplish almost anything!

2. - Invest time to identify this (source of) motivation inside each young person.

3. - Once this inner motivation is revealed, try to help the young person to find appropriate
tools and possible ways to set things in motion.

4.- Maybe the young person will not find adequate tools and ways for herself/himself easily
and therefore feels frustrated. Doesn’t matter! Start it off again, dont loose patience.

5.-In doing so it is very important to be a good listener, to facilitate rather than to patronise.
Get them the support they need, but do not try to impose your own will on them. Don't think
that you have to do everything for them or to always make it very easy - young people feel
better when they can do it themselves, even if or: especially when it is sometimes demanding.
6. - Many young people think that (European) projects are for,very important people”. They
are right! Look for or design projects which are suitable to your target group in order to make
participants feel useful, allow for them to realize that actually they are important people.
7.-Young people may be afraid of working with other young people from foreign countries.
Invest time showing them that all young people all over Europe have similar ideas, problems,
visions... no matter where they come from, and independent of their culture, religion, status -
you can always connect!

8. - Use methods and tools that non formal education offers to let young people share their
experiences and ideas - they very often learn a lot more if they don't feel like being in school.
9. - Often young people are very shy when it comes to talking in a foreign language. Use the
enormous capacity of non verbal communication to establish relationships between them.
There’s always an alternative to talking using different senses.

10. - Yet, the most important: don't believe them when they say: | can't speak English!”

At four in the morning, with a glass of wine in their hand, they are able to speak English as
well as Chinese, if it is important then to have conversation with somebody they like (...and it
goes without saying that this ain‘t no pretext or allowance for alcoholism)!

photo: Sven Rasch 21



The E.A.S.Y. Booklet Series

E.A.S.Y. Booklet Series Vol. 1
Deluxe Edition - Starter Conference
Miihltal/Germany - 25.02.-02.03.2007
Mission accomplished - The complete Report

E.A.S.Y. Booklet Series Vol. 2
V.I.P-Training Course - Bonn/Germany
20.-29.07.2007

Midterm Conference &

V.I.P-Training Course - Logrofio/Spain
20.-28.03.2008

Final Conference - Berlin/Germany
10.-14.12.2008

E.A.S.Y. Booklet Series Vol. 3
Gtogow Living Library 2008

European Youth Summit 2008

Two more Local Attractor Projects 2008
Ten Tips to work with Young People

E.A.S.Y. Booklet Series Vol. 4
E.A.S.Y. Methodology revisited:

The V.I.P. Approach (evaluated)
Participatory Needs Analysis

was published in 2009 by
Netzwerk ROPE e.V. / Network ROPE

European Network for Educational and
Youthwork Services

Administration:

P.0. Box 1010 07

D-64210 Darmstadt

Phone: ++49 (0) 6131-48 28 57 3
Email: info@network-rope.org
www.network-rope.org

Coordination E.A.S.Y. project and
E.A.S.Y. Centre of Excellence (CoEx)
Sven Rasch

Phone: ++ 49 (0) 6071-74 84 26
Email: rasch@network-rope.org

Coordination Local Attractor Project Germany
and E.A.S.Y. Centre of Excellence (CoEx)
Andreas Krauf3

Phone: ++ 49 (0) 6255- 9528 10

Email: krauss@network-rope.org

The E.A.S.Y. Booklet Series has been created
thanks to authors from the E.A.S.Y. Centre of
Excellence (CoEx) and V.I.Ps from Germany,
Italy, Lithuania, Poland, Spain and the UK

Editing & Layout: Sven Rasch
Photos: Christoph Klinger, Maria Peralta,
Sven Rasch, Roxana Meechan

Reproduction, distribution and use for non
commercial purposes is permitted provided
that original publisher and source are
mentioned:

Www.easy-easy.eu
Www.easy-rope.org
www.network-rope.org/easy

The E.A.S.Y. Booklet Series is available for
free download from our website
Www.easy-easy.eu

All Booklets are also available in a printed
version that you may order from:
info@network-rope.org

Itis also for free, but you may be charged the
shipping costs!







wazystiich ludzi
ych, majacych WEADZE !

European Network | for Educational
and 1 Youthwork Services



