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THE LOCAL ATTRACTOR PROJECT
YOUTH AND SUSTAINABLE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT

Sustainable camp in Valle Maira (Cuneo, Italy) 27-28-29 August 2008

Using project planning forms and projects simulations, the V.L.P.s
defined as local project a meeting in the valley for local youth and
youth coming from all over the region, to discuss the main challenges
and opportunities for young people to act for a local sustainable
development and undertake common actions in this field.

The meeting took place in a camping site in Valle Maira (CN), where
participants had the opportunity to exchange ideas and experiences
on methods and theory about environmental, cultural and social
sustainability.

The event was planned and organised by the group of local young
people that have been involved by Giosef Unito, the topics discussed
and the methods used were the result of the participatory analysis
process that aimed at identifying the needs and aspirations of the

local community as starting point for this activity.

You are here ...
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TARGET GROUP

The event involved totally 20 youth (18 - 30 years old) that were
active in youth organizations in the valley and in Torino, or interested
on the topics of the meeting and motivated to plan and run follow up
activities.

METHODOLOGY

The methodologies used during the days were non formal and
informal education, based on experiential learning. Workshops, focus
groups and simulation games were the main activities developped
during the event. The inhabitants of the local community had an
active role in the event by sharing knowledge, experiences and being
motivated in exchanging information on their way of life in an
understandable and easy way.

SUSTAINABLE APPROACH

The meeting was based in all its phases on the concept of
sustainability, meaning that participants and organisers discussed
during preparation what could be the best ways to ensure a
“sustainable life style” during the camp, not only from an
environmental point of view (clean transportation, recycling,
consuming local goods, etc.) but also from a social point of view
within the group, using working methods that could include equally
every individual throughout the meeting. Cultural sustainability was
also considered in terms of the importance of the relation with the
local community, as one of the main problems faced by the youth in
the valley is the lack of people of the same age and therefore the
need for intergenerational dialogue plays a major role for the
development of all follow up activities.




RESULTS

One of the main objectives of the meeting has been the definition of
follow up activities in order to ensure follow up of the E.AS.Y. project
among the young people of Valle Maira.

The projects identified where:

e Sustainable summer camp

After the first “pilot sustainable camp”, participants expressed
their motivation in repeating the experience of the summer camp
in Valle Maira, involving a larger group of young people from the
region and discussing every year a different topic. The concept of
sustainability as approach and theme to be discussed will be
maintained.

At the moment the working group on this camp is discussing the
possibility of applying for a grant to the Youth in Action Program
to invite an international group of youngsters to the camp

¢ Local network of young people working on environment
As a result of the experience, a group of participants decided to
continue working regularly on the themes of environment and
clean energies. In February 2009 the group contributed to the
planning of a project on sustainability and environment in the
frame of Torino Youth Capital 2010 and asked for a grant to the
Italian Ministry of Youth.

e Founding of Persefone - Percorsi di Partecipazione e
Sviluppo

As an outcome of the whole E.AS.Y. project, the creation of new
local association was discussed during the summer camp and was
founded in september 2008. Persefone gathers different youth
workers, project managers and active citizens that were involved
by the youth organisation Giosef — Unito throughtout the project
in Valle Maira. The main aim of this association is to continue
working in the fields of participatory approaches for local
development, with particular attention to groups of people at risk
of social exclusion. www.associazionepersefone.org
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